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ASA Unveils World War I Exhibit
Calendar of
Events
April 14—August 16
The Great War: Arkansas
in World War I
Historic Arkansas Museum
May 23—June 10
The Great War: Arkansas
in World War I
Historic Arkansas Museum
June 3
Curtis H. Sykes Grant Workshop
ASA Conference Room
June 10
Jim Crow Goes to War
BHCA and ASA Symposium
MAC Building, 4th Floor
June 20
Pen to Podium Lecture
Brooks Blevins on “Back Yonder”
Historic Arkansas Museum
Auditorium

As we move through the next year and a half of commemorating the
sacrifices made by our veterans, the Arkansas State Archives is proud
to present an exhibit titled, “On the Field and In the Trenches: Relics
of the First World War.” The exhibit focuses on the wartime
experience of soldiers on the battlefield. The display features
weapons, helmets, a uniform, medical supplies, and personal items
that illuminate the wartime experiences of the millions of soldiers
who served from both sides of the war. “This exhibit commemorates
the 100th anniversary of the United States’ entry into World War I,”
says Archives Director Dr. Lisa K. Speer. “Over 71,000 Arkansans
served in the military during the ‘Great War’,” Speer noted, “and this
exhibit provides a glimpse into the carnage and brutality of the war
experienced by soldiers, medics and nurses on both sides of the
conflict.”
Julienne Crawford, who designed the exhibit, says that constructing
the exhibit gave her the opportunity to educate the public on the war.
“The war is very much a forgotten war,” she observes, “It is
overlooked. So this exhibit gives us the opportunity to show how the war affected people on the
battlefield.” Artifacts on display include items used and made by Arkansans, Allied troops and soldiers
from the Central Powers, primarily Germany and the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Various helmets and gear,
along with firearms, trench knives, a German potato masher hand grenade, a gas mask and items torn
apart by shrapnel illustrate the brutality of the war.

Many of these items come from someone with whom readers of the Arkansas Archivist are no doubt
familiar: L.C. Gulley. A few months ago we told you about how Gulley saved a large number of documents
from destruction during the time when governmental offices
were being transferred from the Old State House to the new
June 2—July 3
Capitol building. During World War I, Gulley used his skills as a
African American Legislators
collector to preserve numerous objects while serving in the mail
Traveling Exhibit
services for the army. During the war, he had opportunity to
Texarkana Museums Systems
retrieve many objects from the battlefield. He shipped those
items back home where they became part of his personal
June 12—28
collection. After the war, Arkansas History Commission Director,
Fought in Earnest: Civil War
Dallas Herndon, was in charge of building a section of the state
Arkansas Traveling Exhibit
history museum as a memorial to the war. Gulley donated many
Elkins Public Library
of those items that he had saved to the Arkansas History
See our website for more events and Commission.
exhibit locations!

The exhibit is open Monday through Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. and will run through the fall of 2017 in the exhibition space at the ASA. A selection of original
battlefield materials and propaganda posters from the ASA’s collection can also be seen from April 14
to August 16 at the Historic Arkansas Museum. We will be a part of the war’s commemoration for the
next couple of years and will have a number of programs dealing with different aspects of the war.
Keep an eye on future issues of the Arkansas Archivist for important information and we hope to see
you at these events!

Connect with Us on Social Media!

ASA Intern Spotlight
Last month we told you about Rebecca Ballard who has been our
student intern here at the ASA. This month we focus our spotlight
on Alexa Burnside, another student from the University of Central
Arkansas, who is also doing her internship at the ASA.
What led you to do your internship at the ASA? I really like doing
research so I thought that doing my internship here would allow
me to see how an archives helps to facilitate research.
What have you learned most during your time with the ASA? I’ve
learned that an archives can serve so many different functions.
There is conservation and preservation as well as helping
researchers locate information. I’ve gotten the opportunity to
work with the staff on a variety of projects that have given me a
wide range of experiences.
Are there any projects that stand out as most interesting during your internship? I’ve worked on the
Eckler photo collection. I’ve been helping to clean the photographs and record information about
them. It has been interesting to take part in the process of conserving these photographs.
What is next for you in your career? I am graduating this spring and will be applying for internships
in Washington, D.C. I plan to go to graduate school and then work on a Ph.D. so that I can teach on
the college level.
We wish Alexa luck in her career and thank her for her work over the last few months. We welcome
students like Rebecca and Alexa who are interested in learning more about archival work to consider
doing their student internships at the ASA. If you are interested in doing your student internship
with the ASA, please contact Brian Irby at brian.irby@arkansas.gov or call 501-682-6900.

Black History Commission News
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This month we welcome a new commissioner to
the Black History Commission of Arkansas. Pat
Johnson has been involved in preserving and
promoting preservation of Randolph County’s
historical legacy. Ms. Johnson was born and raised
in Pocahontas. She attended school in Pocahontas
until the eighth grade, which was the last grade
available to African American students in
Pocahontas’s segregated schools. As a result, she
attended high school in Newport almost fifty miles
away.
Ms. Johnson is interested in the preservation of
history and has dedicated much of her life to that
pursuit. She has served on the board for the Mosaic Templars Cultural Center as well
as serving on other community-minded organizations such as the Kiwanis Club and the
Pocahontas Chamber of Commerce. In her professional life, she has been an advocate
for children in Randolph County, working for the Arkansas Department of Health for 28
years and at the Department for Protective Services, where she worked with foster
families. Since her retirement, she has been able to devote more of her time to
preserving history. She was involved in the preservation efforts to restore the old
African American elementary school building in Pocahontas, which had fallen into
disrepair. The building has been restored and is now the Eddie Mae Herron Center,
named after one of the teachers who served the community for several years. The
building served as both a school and as a hub for African American community life in
Pocahontas. The Eddie Mae Herron Center now serves as a monument to the history of
African Americans in Randolph County.
During her service on the BHCA, Ms. Johnson looks forward to continuing to promote
the history of African Americans in Arkansas across the state, and particularly in
Arkansas schools. We are delighted to have her on the commission!
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From the Director
With the heavy rains and flooding that Arkansas has experienced in recent weeks, undoubtedly documents
and family papers held in public buildings and private homes around the state have been damaged. While
recovery efforts understandably are focused on the physical environment, the salvage of wet documents
becomes more complicated as the clock ticks off. Mold can begin to grow on documents in a very short
period of time, complicating salvage efforts and posing health risks to those with mold sensitivities who
come in contact with the affected material. Another complication posed by allowing stacks of wet paper to
dry on their own is the strong probability that the pages will become adhered to one another during the
drying process. If wet pages are not separated and allowed to dry, running inks will also bleed onto
adjacent documents.
Depending on the scale of documents and papers affected, there are several options that one can take to
salvage materials. Paper affected by water damage will never be the same again – that is unavoidable. But
you can avoid a complete loss by taking some quick actions to minimize damage. If you hold a large number of records – for instance
a public building with a large collection of documents, books or ledgers – you will want to call in a professional disaster recovery
company to assist right away. Hopefully, your entity has an emergency preparedness plan and has an established list of suppliers and
vendors that you know you can call on in the event of flood, fire and other natural or manmade disasters. If not, you should make the
creation of such a plan a priority for your organization. For large-scale water damage of records, you can rent commercial freezer
trucks to freeze records until you determine the best solution for drying them. The Northeast Document Conservation Center
provides excellent information on emergency management of collections.
If you are dealing with water damage of papers on a smaller scale, you may want to consider air drying documents using supplies
readily available at any major discount store: plastic clothes pins, fishing line, oscillating fans, plain white paper towels (changed
often). The Northeast Document Conservation Center also provides resources for low-cost ways to rebound from disaster. Also keep
in mind that your State Archives is here to provide advice and assistance as we are able. We know that your history, whether it’s
county, organizational, or individual, is precious to you; and we want to support you in saving it. —Dr. Lisa Speer

News from NEARA
NEARA is proud to announce
our 2017 NEARA Award
winner, Randy L. Tipton,
whose successful submission
is entitled “Beyond Begats:
Enslaved
Lydia
Opens
Windows on the Kin and
Connections of Pioneering
Patriarch Andrew Ramsey.”
Mr. Tipton was presented with
his award at the Arkansas
Historical Association awards
banquet held on April 21st in
Randy L. Tipton receiving his award from NEARA
Pocahontas. In addition to the
Archival Manager Meredith McFadden
plaque, he received the $1000
cash prize. Mr. Tipton was the
fourth recipient of the NEARA Award. His and the three previous year’s
winners’ papers are all available to read at NEARA and the ASA in Little
Rock.
The NEARA Award celebrates 200 years of vibrant history of Lawrence
County and was endowed by the family of Eugene Sloan. Perhaps inspired by
his family’s time and influence in the region, Eugene Sloan had a deep
appreciation for the importance of preserving those early records that tell so
much of the story of early years.
In that spirit, the NEARA Award rewards scholarship utilizing the records at
NEARA with a special focus on the Territorial period, 1815-1836. Everyone
is welcome to submit papers for consideration, whether you are a student,
family historian, or in academics! The deadline for submissions is annually
on February 1st. For additional information and guidelines, see http://
arkansashistoricalassociation.org/?page_id=19 or contact and visit NEARA –
11 7th St. Powhatan, AR, 870.878.6521, or northeast.archives@arkansas.gov .

News from SARA
SARA staff recently
welcomed members
of the Alpha Nu Zeta
Chapter of the Phi
Alpha Theta National
History
Honor
Society from the
University
of
Arkansas
at
Monticello. Students
had a chance to learn
about just one aspect
of careers available
in the history field by
seeing firsthand the work performed in an archives as well as viewing
some of the resources SARA has to offer researchers. Lots of great
questions were asked by students and faculty such as, “What sorts of
research can be done at SARA?” The answer to that is multi-faceted.
SARA is a great resource, not just for genealogy, but also for finding
sources for a variety of other research projects. Writers of both fiction
and non-fiction have woven into their works details gathered from SARA’s
collections. Historic home and property research can be conducted as
well through SARA’s land records, maps and photographs. One of the
most under-studied areas of the country is the Red River Valley, but there
is much information to be gleaned from digging into court records,
newspapers, and manuscripts at SARA. There really is something of value
for everyone who has an interest in the history and culture of Southwest
Arkansas, and it’s right here ready to be discovered. If you would like to
plan a visit as an individual researcher or for your school group, historical
or genealogical society, lineage organization, or a group of friends or
family, please contact Melissa Nesbitt, Archival Manager of SARA at 870983-2633 or e-mail melissa.nesbitt@arkansas.gov.

-3-

New at the ASA

Commissioner Spotlight
This month we are proud to announce a new
member to the Arkansas History Commission,
Jimmy Bryant. Mr. Bryant is a Certified Archivist
at the University of Central Arkansas, where he
has served for the last eighteen years. A scholar
and archivist, Mr. Bryant has researched and
written extensively about the history of UCA as
well as other topics related to Arkansas history.
A native of England, Arkansas, Mr. Bryant grew
up on a family farm which instilled in him the
importance of agriculture to our state’s economy
and history.
Mr. Bryant has also served on the Governor’s Council on Aging and has
served as Justice of the Peace in Faulkner County. It is his background in
archives, however, that makes him a valuable part of the AHC. Having
worked in the field for a number of years, he has firsthand experience in
archival work, “It is my belief that we have an obligation to future
generations of Arkansans to collect and preserve documents about the
State of Arkansas and its people. Archives play an essential role in
preserving past civilizations by holding the evidence of a way of life that
existed at a particular time, and collecting and preserving this evidence
should be of primary importance. I look forward to playing a small part in
this important process. “
We welcome Mr. Bryant to the Arkansas History Commission and look
forward to working with him to continue our mission of preserving our
state’s history.

April/May 2017
Donations and Accessions
ASA
Panoramic photograph of "Officers 87th Division, National Army, Camp Pike, November 24,
1917", 1 item
United Daughters of the Confederacy Arkansas Division Incorporated Minute Books, 20152016, 2 items
Marion County Justice of the Peace Book, 1892-1934, 1 item
Soul Institute (Earle, AR) School Records, 1971-1972, 1 cu. ft.
Claibourne Watkins Conway WWI diary, 1916-1919, 0.10 cu. ft.
John S. Polk Accretion, 1 cu ft.
Bold Pilgrim Cemetery Preservation Association Project, 10 cu. ft.
Arkansas Waterways Commission 50th Anniversary Challenge Coins, 2 items
Lucille Rogers Hefley Family papers, 1 cu. ft.
Assorted Maps, 150 items
Arkansas National Guard records: Discharged Officer records, 1971-1972, 58 cu. ft.
Arkansas Department of Aeronautics records, 61 cu. ft.
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program records, 0.5 cu. ft.
State Board of Barbers Examiners records, 6 cu. ft.
SARA
Hervey Holt Family papers, 1 cu. ft.
NEARA
Gary Spencer Newspapers and correspondence, 1.15 cu. ft.

We always receive more material than we are able to list in our newsletter. For
a full listing, see our blog
We appreciate the generous support of our donors!

http://arkansasstatearchives.blogspot.com/2017/05/april
-2017-acquisitions-and-accessions.html

April 6 marked the 100th anniversary of the United States joining World War I. In honor and remembrance of
those who fought in the “War to end all wars,” we present photographs from our online exhibit, “The Great War —
World War I at Home and Abroad”. To see more from this exhibit, visit our website at
http://ahc.digital-ar.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16790coll8

Recruits registering at Camp Pike, 1918

Thanksgiving Day dinner at Camp Pike, 1918
Future governor Homer Adkins,
1918

Third Arkansas Infantry, Camp Pike, 1918

Liberty Loan drive on the corner of Main and
5th Street, Little Rock, 1918
Base Hospital, Camp Pike, 1918
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